Book review
During the 1990s very few things succeeded in dividing the ornithologists in Slovakia as much as the disputes over the Slovak names of birds. The whole situation arose after new names of birds appearing (Matoušek 1990) were rejected as unsuitable by some members of the ornithological public, who went on using the familiar older names (Ferianc 1958) . In 2002, a group of ornithologists and birdwatchers led by Peter Kovalik started to solve this situation. After publishing their first name list, they continued until 2009 organizing wide-ranging discussions based on proposals, making use of various information sources and channels including the internet. Thanks to this approach, dozens of people interested in birds and animals generally had the chance (and really used it) to put forward their suggestions to the Slovak names for birds of the world. The formation of the final versions of the names was also preceded by formulation of rules for the vernacular naming of birds (Topercer et al. 2007 ). This democratically-conceived approach culminated in the publication in 2010 of a Slovak nomenclature of birds, book presented here, thus establishing the preconditions for the usage of a collection of Slovak names for birds which has been widely accepted by the majority of the Slovak ornithological public. The introduction of the book, in which the authors make clear their reasons for establishing a vernacular nomencla- ture, is followed by a presentation of generalized rules for the formation of animal names in Slovak. These rules thus updates a similar, but now obsolete document (Hensel et al. 1987) . The main part of the book consists of a list of Slovak names for all known (at the end of 2009) current and recently extinct world bird species. This is followed by a summary, references, and a register of the scientific and Slovak names including synonyms. In their nomenclature the authors present 13,000 species and 970 genus names for birds, as well as the names they have formed for orders, families and subfamilies. In addition to the names for recognized species, evidently with completeness for the sake of potential usage in mind, the authors have also created names for "problematic species", for example names for the colour phases of some birds (probably) mistakenly considered as species, as well as several hypothetical, so-called "potential species", whose systematic status is not clearly solved, and some other similar cases. Although the creation of vernacular names for such "species" may well be debatable, the authors have nevertheless put together a most respectable piece of work. This new Slovak nomenclature for the birds of the world looks set to become an invaluable aid not only for ornithologists themselves, but also for teachers, students and translators. The book is distributed by the Slovak Ornithological Society, which by doing so becomes also a significant publisher of original Slovak ornithological literature (see also p. 82).
